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7 Rowland Evans andvl'?obert Novak
Fears for the Contras
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The year-long struggle by Copstags_
éi:_:_‘%my to survive as a Nationa|
ty

Council staffex: ended Mon-

off sounded all over Washington,

It was Menges who alerted conser-
vatives that Philip Habib, specia] en-
voy on Central America, had painted,
President Reagan into a corner over
aid to contra guerrillas. That service
may make Menges a hero on the
right, but it brought comments of
good riddance within the national se-
curity burea . Only a written
Menges averted
plans to change his office locks and
cut up his White House pass.

Monday,
Menges was one of two NSC senior
staffers (out of 16) associated with
the 1980 Reagan campaign, Eleven of
them, headed by Adm, John Poindex-
ter (a regular Navy officer serving as
ity adviser), are career
government empioyees,

Poindexter is 2 hard-line anticom-
munist, but simply could not tolerate
Menges’ activities outside the by-
reaucracy. ili i
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Mdncmmmddltqm
mepatwowedghasengagedma
two-track campaign to influence the
president. The first

same thing in a May 15 meeting with
Sen. Jesse Heims,

The week ended May 16 with a
secret NSC session
the president. Accprding to reports
reaching Capitol Hif, noquy support-

According to White House sources,
Helms on his Oval Office visit handed
the president a letter proposing that
he “undo the grave harm caused by

r Habib's letter.” Using
language similar to Rep. Burton’s, the
Senator proposed that Reagan inform
Central American presidents the
United States “wijj not undertake 3
military rescue of their people” and
“substantially reduce’’ their economic
aid if they endorse a “false political
settlement” in Nicaragua,

Until the president takes that line,
conservatives will be tormented by
questions such as these: Why was Ray-
mond Burghardt, Menges’ successor at



